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Luail – Ireland’s National Dance Company 
is inviting applications from

choreographers and composers to
participate in our upcoming Moving in

Collaboration International Intensive 2025
We invite applications from choreographers and composers to participate in our upcoming

Moving in Collaboration International Intensive. 

Where: Irish World Academy of Music and Dance at University of Limerick
When: 7th – 18th July 2025
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ABOUT US
Luail - Ireland’s National Dance Company, established in 2024 with funding from the Arts 

Council / An Chomhairle Ealaíon, has a remit to embody, embed and empower dance across 
the island of Ireland, and to lead into a future that transforms how we make, know and 

experience dance.

In collaboration with our partners at the Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, University 
of Limerick, and Maiden Voyage Dance NI, we are creating an island-wide platform for 

dance collaboration and development. We aim to strengthen the existing dance ecosystem, 
advance the artform, and provide pathways for artists to create ambitious work that offers 

distinctive, high-quality experiences for both dance artists and audiences.

Luail’s full-time core company of eight dancers is based in Dublin, alongside our team and 
our collective of artists in residence

For more information please see luail.ie

www.luail.ie
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WORKSHOP INTENSIVE
This two-week intensive workshop, scheduled from July 7th to July 18th, 2025, will be

hosted at the Irish World Academy of Music and Dance, University of Limerick, Ireland. The
workshop will run Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Led by choreographers Jonathan Burrows and Liz Roche, with composers Mel Mercier and
Judith Ring, this programme offers an immersive experience in the collaborative intersec-

tions between movement and music. Choreographers and composers working with dancers
and musicians will engage in specialised practice sessions, collaborative processes, practical
discussions, and networking opportunities - all designed to enhance professional growth in

performance-making.

There are four places for choreographers and four places for composers.
The intensive is free of charge. On-campus accommodation will be provided, along with a

stipend of €750 per person for expenses (note: travel costs are not covered).

This initiative represents an exceptional opportunity for choreographers and composers to
refine and develop their collaborative practices in a supportive and focused environment.

We warmly invite applications from emerging and experienced professional choreographers 
and composers of diverse backgrounds, abilities, experiences, and perspectives who are 

interested in deepening their engagement with collaborative performance work.
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HOW TO APPLY
Applications will be accepted via an online application form.

You will be required to submit a C.V. (max one page), a personal statement or motivation letter 
(300 words) and two/three samples of your work.

Please be prepared to attend a short interview online should the panel deem it necessary 
during the application process.

LINK TO GOOGLE FORM HERE

If you encounter any issues with the form or prefer to submit your application in another for-
mat, such as by video, audio, word document or another method, please feel free to contact 
Luail’s programme administrator Michelle Cahill, michelle.cahill@luail.ie and we’ll accommo-

date your needs.

CLOSING DATE:
5PM FRIDAY MAR 21ST, 2025

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSet3nRSgcA8t72BWW48dQQfiRYQYo_Xpv2Wx2j5h5jB4hLq5g/viewform


info@luail.ie120 /121
Lower Baggot Street 
Dublin 2 - D02 FD45
Ireland

OPEN CALL FOR 
APPLICATIONS

IRELAND’S
NATIONAL

DANCE  
COMPANY

Over the last 25 years, LIZ ROCHE’s work has been presented throughout Ireland and interna-
tionally at prestigious venues and festivals, including the Baryshnikov Arts Centre New York, 
South Bank Centre London and Powerhouse Brisbane.

She has been commissioned by The Abbey Theatre, Dublin Dance Festival, Cork Opera 
House, The National Ballet of China, Solas Nua, Goethe Institut, The National Gallery of Ireland, 
Scottish Dance Theatre and CoisCéim and has choreographed extensively in opera and thea-
tre for companies including Irish National Opera, Rossini Opera Festival, Liceu Barcelona, The 
Abbey Theatre, Landmark Productions and The Gate. In 2020 Liz was elected to Aosdána.

JONATHAN BURROWS danced for 13 years with the Royal Ballet in London, during which time 
he also began performing regularly with experimental choreographer Rosemary Butcher. He 
has since created an internationally acclaimed body of performance work including ‘The Stop 
Quartet’ (1996), ‘Weak Dance Strong Questions’ with Jan Ritsema (2001), and his long series 
of collaborations with composer Matteo Fargion including  ‘Both Sitting Duet’ (2002), ‘The 
Quiet Dance’ (2005), ‘Speaking Dance’ (2006), ‘Cheap Lecture’ (2009), ‘The Cow Piece’ (2009), 
‘Body Not Fit For Purpose’ (2014) and ‘Rewriting’ (2021).

Burrows is a founder visiting member of faculty at P.A.R.T.S Belgium and has for many years 
been a regular collaborator for Jonzi D’s Back To The Lab hip hop theatre mentoring project at 
Breakin’ Convention, Sadler’s Wells London.

He is the author of ‘A Choreographer’s Handbook’ (Routledge) and ‘Writing Dance’ (Varamo 
Press, 2022), and is currently Associate Professor at the Centre for Dance Research, Coven-
try University.
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MEL MERCIER is a multi-disciplinary, award-winning, Tony-nominated artist with an internati 
onal reputation as a performer, composer and sound designer.  He received an M.F.A. in World 
Music from CalArts in 1992 and a Ph.D. in Music from University of Limerick, Ireland, in 2011. 
He was inaugural Chair of Performing Arts at the Irish World Academy, University of Limerick, 
Ireland from 2016 to 2022. He is director of the Irish Gamelan Orchestra, MÓNCKK new music 
ensemble, and PULSUS, the first Irish traditional percussion ensemble.

Mel’s father, Peadar Mercier, a member of The Chieftains from 1966-76, taught him to play 
the Irish bodhrán and bones. Throughout the 1980s, Mel and his father performed with John 
Cage and the Merce Cunningham Dance Company in their iconic music-dance piece, Roara-
torio: An Irish Circus on Finnegan’s Wake.

Mel has created music for theatre and dance in Ireland and internationally for 25 years, during 
which time he has worked with some of the world’s most respected theatre artists, including 
Fiona Shaw, Deborah Warner, Phyllida LIyod and Gare St Lazare Ireland.

JUDITH RING is an Irish composer working across electronic, chamber, and orchestral music, 
with performances worldwide.

Most recent works include a solo piano piece “Something Beyond” commissioned by the Dub-
lin International Piano Competition, a duo for flute and piano “All You Can Do Is Hang On For 
Dear Life” for Lina Andonovska and Alex Raineri commissioned by the Brisbane Music Festival, 
Australia, a choral piece “What Counsel Has The Hooded Moon” for the UCD choral scholars, 
based on the poetry of James Joyce.

Her music has been performed by ensembles such as Crash Ensemble, Concorde, and Appa-
lachian Chamber Music Festival, and featured in dance works by Dance Theatre of Ireland and 
the Northern School of Contemporary Dance. 

Ring has a PhD in composition from the University of York, UK (2009) and a Master’s in Music 
and Media Technologies from Trinity College Dublin (2000)


